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INTRODUCTORY NOTE*

The form of this Sinfonietta is akin to an arch or to the span of a large bridge: the sections of the
first movement correspond, in reverse order and even in some details, to the sections of the last. For
example, the opening fanfares of the back-stage trumpets are balanced by those at the close of the work;
the thematic material that ends the first movement opens the last, although in altered form. The middle
movement is itself shaped like an arch: it begins with an unaccompanied line in the clarinets and ends
with a corresponding solo in the alto clarinet. The center of the middle movement which is the center
of the whole work—a gavotte-like section, and the lightest music of the entire Sinfonietta—is the “key-
stone” of the arch.

The tonal idiom of the work grows out of the acoustical properties of the symphonic band: a
wealth of overtones. Thus I feel that bands call for music with more open and consonant intervals than
would a string ensemble or a piano. The Sinfonietta is tonal, and centered around A-flat major. At the
same time, however, its corner movements are based on a series of six tones (A-flat, Eflat, C, G, D, A)
which, through various manipulations, provide most of the work’s harmonic and melodic ingredients
and patterns. The six tones were chosen to permit all kinds of triadic formations. Furthermore, their
inversion at the interval of the major sixth yields a second six-tone set which comprises the remaining
six tones of a complete twelve-tone row. ‘

The six-tone set is introduced tone by tone by the opening back-stage trumpets, and as it reappears
in its original form and in transpositions, it constitutes the entire tonal content of this fanfare.

Throughout the two corner movements, the set appears in various guises, from the blunt unison
statement which opens the last movement to the almost unrecognizable metamorphoses elsewhere. It
also provides melodic as well as harmonic frameworks. Thus in the first movement, it serves as focal
point in the march tune which opens the principal rondo section; it also motivates the succession of
tonalities in the cadenza-like modulatory episode for the clarinet section, which goes from A-flat via
E-flat and C major, and so forth, to A major, i.e., to the key farthest removed from the initial A-flat.
(When the cadenza reaches the A, the rondo section returns.)

The First Movement, “Introduction and Rondo,” proceeds by simple alternation between march-
like refrains and rhythmically looser episodes. A culmination is reached at the point at which the entire
clarinet section, punctuated by brass and percussion, breaks into the brilliant cadenza mentioned
above. The movement closes in full tutti and with a drum pattern which traditionally would stand at
the beginning of a march, but which here ends it.

The Second Movement, “Notturno Pastorale,” consists of alternations and superimpositions of
several musical forms in a single movement. These forms are: a fugue, a waltz, and a gavotte. The fugue
subject first hides in a lyrical saxophone solo. It derives from the tetrachord E-flat, F, G-flat, A-flat, but
through octave displacements and rhythmic shifts, etc., each of its appearances is slightly different
from all others, as if it were refracted by different lenses at each entry.

Superimposed upon the fugue is the waltz which alternately recedes into the distance and returns
to the foreground. By contrast, the middle section—Gavotte—is of a much simpler fabric: a lightly
accompanied oboe tune.

It will be noted that the second movement, unlike the first, avoids most of the “conventional”

band sounds. There is no tutti, and the texture is often densely polyphonic or, as in the Gavotte,
uncommonly thin and airy.

*An extensive lecture on this work was published in Proceedings of the 13th National Conference of the College Band
Directors’ National Association, Tempe, Arizona, December 1964,



The tonality is D-flat—the classical sub-dominant key-relative of the first movement. Throughout,
there is a gravitational temptation toward further sub-dominants: to G-flat, then to C-flat, and so on.

The Third Movement, “Dance Variations,” begins with the most straightforward presentation of
the six-tone set. Thereupon the set, serving as the basso ostinato of this passacaglia-like movement,
undergoes countless set-derived transformations. (The term “variations” here refers to the ostinato.)
Appearing above these bass variations we hear a multitude of different little tunes in shifting colors.
And all this proceeds along a key-scheme that goes through most of the circle of fifths, beginning sev-
eral times over on the key level of A-flat. A lyrical middle section provides contrast. Toward the end,
after a rhythmic tutti, the instruments, in commedia dell’ arte fashion, bow out one by one.

Throughout the score, playing-cues have been indicated as follows:

1.B.Cl. cue

Bassoons ]2% =

The instrument abbreviation indicates that the part of the First Bassoon contains a Bass Clarinet cue.
The cues may be played to reinforce a weak instrument or group, or to substitute for a weak or missing
instrument. The band director will determine by the nature of the scoring in each instance which cues
he wishes to have played.

Ingolf Dahl

—— e—

PLEASE NOTE

The purchase of this music does not automatically convey
the right to perform it in public and for profit. ALL such
public performances MUST be announced to ASCAP (The
American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers,
575 Madison Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10022) or to
ALEXANDER BROUDE, INC., 1619 Broadway, New
York, N.Y. 10019.

The first performance of the Sinfonietta was given by the University of Southern California Wind Orchestra under
the direction of William Schaefer.

The work has been recorded by the Eastman Wind Ensemble under the direction of Donald Hunsberger: Decca
DL 710163.
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2. Pastoral Nocturne

63 -60)
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— More Band Music from LudwigMasters——

Beginning Band

Chromatic Comedy Clarence Barber Gr. 1 50100223
Creepy Crawlers Robert E. Foster, Jr. Gr. 1 50100224
Oceanic Forces Aric Branchfield ar. 1 50100225
Renaissance Round Travis ). Weller Gr. 1 50100226
Sleighridin’ Robert E. Foster, Jr. Gr. 1 50100227
Yeti Dance! (An abominable piece of musi)  David M. Martin Gr. 1% 50100229

Develonmg Band

Air Force H. Baker, arr. 1. Genuchi, trans. R. Cray Gr. 2 50100064
County Line March Douglas A. Bradley ar. 2 50100228
English Trumpet Tune  (tmpetsolowithband)  John Stanley,arr. Robert Longfield Gr.2%h 50160009
Latin Journey Andrew Balent ar. 2 50100230
Super-Secret Super Sleuths Jeremy S. Martin Gr.2% 50100231
When Johnny Comes Marching Home Patrick Gilmore, arr. Andrew Balent Gr. 2 50100232
WhenYou Play the Tango David M. Martin Gr. 2 50100233
Concert Band

Bonnie Blue Kelly Bennette Gr.3% 50100234
Into Love’s Light M.L.Daniels ar. 3 50100235
A Jubilant Fanfare Ronald C. Knoener ar. 3 50100236
Mill, Quarry, and Rails Clarence Barber ar. 3 50100238
My Old Kentucky Home Stephen Foster, arr. Jeremy S. Martin ar.3 50100239
Naida, A Fantasy (cometsolowithband) Mayhew Lake ar. 3 10160517
Royal Scotch Highlanders Karl L. King, am. Gene Milford Gr.3 50100240
Sea Wise C.R Younger,arr. B. McHorney, ed. P Graves Gr.3% 50100241
The Seekers Thom Sharp ar. 3 50100237
Symphonic Band

Concert Prelude Alex Cap Gr. 4 50100243
In Full Glory Reflected Jeremy S.Martin Gr. 4 50100242

Heritage of the Concert Band
A March of the States John Philip Sousa, ed. Loras John Schissel Gr. 3% 50100222
The Pathfinder of Panama John Philip Sousa, ed. Loras John Schissel Gr. 3 50100221
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