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DIVERTIMENTO
FOR BAND

I. Ragtime « II. Blues « III. Mambo Loco
IV. Susan’s Song « V. March of the Little People

IRA HEARSHEN

(b. 1948)
Instrumentation
1 Full Score 2 By Trumpet 1 1 Timpani/Marimba
1 Piccolo 2 By Trumpet 2 1 Percussion 1
3 Flute 1 2 By Trumpet 3 (Xylophone, Vibraphone,
3 Flute 2 ) B|,Trumpet 4 Marimbaf, Orchestra Bells)
1 Oboe 1 2 ByTrumpet 5 1 Pe'rcussmn 2
(Vibraphone, Snare Drum,
1 Oboe 2 1 F Horn 1 Tom-toms [3], Claves,
1 Oboe 3/English Horn 1 F Horn 2 Suspended Cymbal)
1 E,Clarinet 1 F Horn 3 1 Percussion 3
4 B,Clarinet 1 1 F Horn 4 (Small Triangle, Congas, Bass
4 B,Clarinet 2 2 Trombone 1 Drum [or Kick Drum],
4 B, Clarinet 3 2 Trombone 2 Wood Block. Crash Cymbals,
2 B, Bass Clarinet 2 Trombone 3 Suspendéd Cymba)
1 Bassoon 1 2 Euphonium T.C . .
o (Snare Drum, Guiro, Tam-tam)
1 Bassoon 2 3 Euphonium B.C. 1 Percussion 5
2 E,Alto Saxophone 1 4 Tuba (Triangle, Agogo Bells, Bass
2 E,Alto Saxophone 2 1 String Bass Drum with attached
2 B, Tenor Saxophone Crash Cymbals)

1 E,Baritone Saxophone
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ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Ira Hearshen reccived his Bachelor of Music
degree in applied theory and composition from
Wayne State University. In 1972, he moved to
Los Angeles to study orchestration at the Grove
School of Music under the tutelage of the film
composer Albert Harris and counterpoint
under Allyn Ferguson. Hearshen has many
arrangements to his credit, including pieces
performed as part of the Detroit Symphony Pine
Knob Summer Series, The Summer Pops Series

for John Denver, the Jacksonville (FL) Symphony,

and the Air Combat Heritage Band. His master
work, Symphony on Themes of John Philip Sousa,
published by LudwigMasters, was recorded by
Frederick Fennell and the Tokyo Kosei Wind
Orchestra. Hearshen is currently one of the most
sought after orchestrators in Hollywood. His
orchestrations include music for the television
series Beauty and the Beast, the Broadway show
Into the Light, and feature films Guarding Tess, Big
Business, The Three Musketeers, Inspector Gadget,
and 7oy Story 2.

PROGRAM NOTES

Divertimento for Band applies a musical form
that found prominence in the classical period,
and was often used by Haydn, Mozart, and
other Austrian composers. The form was taken
up by several twentieth century composers,
including Barték and Schuller. Cast in five
movements, Hearshen’s divertimento is the quint-
essential reflection of the multicultural American
experience, melding popular and traditional
musical styles indigenous to the United States,

Europe, and Cuba.

Ragtime engages the American popular music
style that flourished between 1896 and 1918. Its
main characteristic, ragged syncopated rhythm,
is utilized here in an instrumental setting that
follows an early form of duple and quadruple
meter dances such as the march, two-step, polka,
and schottische.

Blues draws on the secular African American folk
music of the twentieth century. The blues have
had a decisive influence on Western popular
music. While the blues retains its own identity
along with a close relationship to jazz, Hearshen
fluently employs styles of the jazz age throughout

this movement.

Mambo Loco is based on a dance of the 1940s with
Cuban origins. It is characterized by ostinato and
riff passages, along with timbale outbursts.

Susans Song, a slow ballad, is reflective of the
sentimental song popular in Victorian England
and the United States. This ballad style became
a mainstay in jazz and popular music in the
twentieth century.

March of the Little People is based on a childhood
chant, combining light humor with a foundation
of traditional march form and style.
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B. D. with mounted Cymbal f
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Beginning Band

Acadia March Terry White Gr.1 50100244
The Age of Sail Aric Branchfield Gr.1% 50100245
Chorale for Band Terry White Gr1 50100246
Seawall Kelly Bennette Gr1 50100247
Uno Montuno for Band! David Martin Gr.1 50100249
Developing Band

I’ll Sail My Ship Alone Clarence Barber Gr.2% 50100251
Just Passin’ Thru Robert Spicer Gr.2% 50100252
Revelry Bud Caputo Gr.2% 50100264
This Land Is Your Land Woody Guthrie, arr. Gene Milford Gr.2 50100250
A Winter Flourish for Wenceslas Travis J. Weller Gr.2 50100248
Concert Band

American Revolutionary War Medley Traditional, arr. JariVillanueva Gr.3 50100253
Hot Donut Express David Bobrowitz Gr.3 50100254
If You See Dolphins (You’ve Gone Too Far) Chris Campbell Gr.3 50100255
Lusitania Chandler Comer Gr.3 50100256
Mercury (March) Karl L. King, arr. Gene Milford Gr.3 50100257
Remember the Little Things Jeremy S. Martin Gr.3% 50100258
Tropical Smoothie David Bobrowitz Gr.3 50100259
U. S. S. Kearsarge (March) Kelly Bennette Gr.3 50100260
The Walls Came A-Tumblin’ Down American Spiritual, arr. Keith S. Andrews  Gr.3 50100261
World War | Medley Judge, Williams, Powell, arr.Villanueva ~ Gr.3 50100262
Symphonic Band

The Barbershop Quartet JamesTerrito Gr.4 50100263
The Four Freedoms Paul W.Whear Gr.4 50100267
Heritage of the Concert Band

Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company (March) Sousa, ed. Loras John Schissel Gr.3% 50100266
The Voice of a Departing Soul Gilmore, arr. Sousa, ed. Schissel Gr.3 50100265
Percy Grainger Series

Handel in the Strand Percy A. Grainger, transc. Dana Perna Gr.5 50100043
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