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Program Note

The works of William Shakespeare undoubtedly have inspired more musical compositions
than those of any other writer in.the English language-incidental: music for the plays on stage, in
film, and on television; settings of the songs, sonnets, and excerpts from the dramatic texts; over- -
tures, tone poems, suites, and operas fashioned from the plays (sometimes just from the basic ideas
or themes). . .the list is endless. o : 7

, ‘THE ENCHANTED ISLAND, A Mystic Idyl for Concert Band/Wind Ensemble, drawn
from ““The Tempest,” is an attempt to portray in purely musical terms the moody, mysterious set-
ting that is Prospero’s island kingdom, where he and his daughter, Miranda, have lived in exile for
many years following their banishment from Italy. Caliban says, . . .the isle is full of noises,
sounds, and sweet airs that give delight and hurt not,”’. . . but it is also filled with spirits, rescued and
liberated by Prospero from the spells cast upon them by the former owner of the island, Caliban’s
mother, the evil witch, Sycorax. This half-human, half-spirit world of fantasy broods over the
action of the play, and it is this spirit that the music seeks to capture and present in its own, purely
musical, form. _

The work is built upon themes drawn from the incidental music written by the composer for
a full-scale dramatic production of ““The Tempest’’ by the University of Miami Ring Theater, under
the direction of Dr. Delmar E. Solem, in February, 1980. The present concert version, however, was
completed before the stage production was mounted, and was commissioned by the Minnechaug

- Regional High School Wind Ensemble of Wilbraham, Massachusetts, and its director, Charles D.
Beeler. The first performance of this version of the music took place on May 9th, 1979, with the
above-mentioned group under the composer’s direction.

““The Tempest™ is generally regarded as Shakespeare’s last complete play, written sometime
after in 1610, and performed before King James at court in November, 1611.

ALFRED REED

Note to Conductor

Along, well-sustained, extremely smooth and legato line is the key to a proper interpretation
of this music. Even in the climactic passages, a broad lyricism must be maintained as the basis of a
successful rendering of the textures involved, both harmonic and (especially) melodic. The many
non-tonal (non-functional) harmonic relationships and the often dissonant combinations of
melodic lines must be played “firmly,” with the sounds well in mind, rather than tentatively, or
timidly, by the players. . . especially in such passages as measures 4-5, 12-15.and 97-100, where the
pyramiding of highly dissonant sounds creates, in effect, a combination of chords in various tone
colors, all sounding simultaneously. In this connection, also, it must be kept in mind that all trills
and tremolos, no matter how soft (or loud) they may be, must still be played as rapidly as possibie,
so that the excitement generated by the feeling of movement they are intended to produce (which is
the sole purpose of any trill or tremolo) remains constant and does not lag or ““drop off”’ aslong as it
continues.

Depending on the overall size of the performing group, its individual sections, and the
acoustical conditions under which the performance is to take place, it may become necessary for the
conductor to reduce or increase the number of instruments playing on any one part in order to
achieve proper balances in and between sections, and he should not hesitate to do so. Make use of
the cues and cross-cues to strengthen or replace weak or missing instruments where called for.

As in other scores by this composer, the Trumpets rather than the Cornets are to be taken as
the main upper voices of the Brass choir, and the proportion (in Concert Bands) should be two
players on each of theTrumpet parts to one player on each of the Cornet parts.In the Wind Ensembile,
of course, there will be just one player on each of the Trumpet and Cornet parts; larger groups,
however, will balance in the above proportion. '



2 Commissioned by and dedicated to the Minnechaug Regional High School Wind Ensemble, Charles D. Beeler, Director
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Beginning Band
Acadia March

The Age of Sail
Chorale for Band
Seawall

Uno Montuno for Band!

Terry White
Aric Branchfield
Terry White
Kelly Bennette
David Martin

Gr.1 50100244
Gr.1%2 50100245
Gr.1 50100246
Gr.1 50100247
Gr.1 50100249

Developing Band
I'll Sail My Ship Alone

Clarence Barber

Gr.2Y%2 50100251

Just Passin’ Thru Robert Spicer Gr.2% 50100252
Revelry Bud Caputo Gr.2% 50100264
This Land Is Your Land Woody Guthrie, arr. Gene Milford Gr.2 50100250
A Winter Flourish for Wenceslas Travis J. Weller Gr.2 50100248
Concert Band

American Revolutionary War Medley Traditional, arr. JariVillanueva Gr.3 50100253
Hot Donut Express David Bobrowitz Gr.3 50100254
If You See Dolphins (You’ve Gone Too Far) Chris Campbell Gr.3 50100255
Lusitania Chandler Comer Gr.3 50100256
Mercury (March) Karl L. King, arr. Gene Milford Gr.3 50100257

Remember the Little Things

Jeremy S. Martin

Gr.3%2 50100258

Tropical Smoothie David Bobrowitz Gr.3 50100259
U. S. S. Kearsarge (March) Kelly Bennette Gr.3 50100260
The Walls Came A-Tumblin’ Down American Spiritual, arr. Keith S. Andrews  Gr.3 50100261
World War | Medley Judge, Williams, Powell, arr.Villanueva ~ Gr.3 50100262
Symphonic Band

The Barbershop Quartet JamesTerrito Gr.4 50100263
The Four Freedoms Paul W. Whear Gr.4 50100267

Heritage of the Concert Band

Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company (March) Sousa, ed. Loras John Schissel Gr. 3% 50100266

The Voice of a Departing Soul Gilmore, arr. Sousa, ed. Schissel Gr.3 50100265
Percy Grainger Series
Handel in the Strand Percy A. Grainger, transc. Dana Perna Gr.5 50100043
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